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A s you read this column, our Year 12 students 
will be finishing their final VCE exams; schools 
will be preparing for the Advent season, before 

closing for a well-deserved break; and each of us will 
begin that period of coming together to celebrate the 
miracle of Christmas.

School Funding 
At the federal election earlier this year, the Coalition 
Government committed to indexing education funding 
at 3.56% per annum from the end of 2017. I am part 
of Catholic education’s team at a national level that  
is working with the government to ensure that 
Catholic schools receive their fair-share of the 
funding going forward. 

There are a number of funding inequities affecting 
our system, and our efforts will focus on making sure 
each student in a Catholic school receives their fair 
share. Adequate funding support for our sector will 
help keep fees at reasonable levels, to ensure that 
each and every parent can choose a Catholic school 
for their child.

World Teachers Day
Melbourne Catholic schools celebrated World 
Teachers Day on 28 October. The day provided an 
opportunity for all of us to acknowledge and thank 
teachers for their significant contribution to the 
classroom and to school communities.

The classical Greek philosopher Socrates said  
‘I cannot teach anybody anything. I can only make 
them think’. Those of us with children can remember 
those teachers who inspired us to ‘think’ when we 
were at school. They inspired us to think about how 
we live our lives, to choose a profession, to be kind  
to one another.

Teachers are playing that role for your children 
right now. I was delighted to see how our school 
communities celebrate their teachers with morning 
teas, presentations and video messages being 
released on the day.

The Year of Mercy
The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy has come to an end. 
In my last column, I invited you to take a moment to 
reflect on the acts of Mercy in your own life, and how 
you have shown Mercy to others. In this Year of Mercy, 
Pope Francis invited all of us to open the physical and 
metaphorical doors that can prevent us from opening 
our hearts to the most vulnerable in our world. 

Schools have used the year to look within their own 
communities and beyond, to search for compassion 
and understanding. In creating authentic learning 
opportunities and leaving a lasting legacy, the Year of 
Mercy has helped to reinvigorate the ways our schools 
respond to the important challenges of 21st century life. 

In this edition
In this edition, our feature article examines how 
students interact with technology and the implications 
for schools and families to ensure our children are 
safe. Another article looks at our recently launched 
education framework, Horizons of Hope. And as we 
approach the liturgical season of Advent, St Bede’s 
School in Balwyn North reflects on TS Eliot’s poem, 
Journey of the Magi, to seek and explore a deeper 
meaning in Christmas.

To you and your family, I wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year. 

Stephen Elder 
Executive Director
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From the  
Executive  
Director

Lead, Kindly Light 
by John Henry Newman

Lead, Kindly Light, amidst th’encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on!
The night is dark, and I am far from home,
Lead Thou me on!

https://twitter.com/CEMelbourne
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W hen we adorn a Christmas tree with its 
lights and sparkling decorations, and 
spread presents around the base, some of 

us may extract the Christmas crib scene from the back 
of a cupboard, and recall the story that reminds us that 
Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus, God’s Son 
who became human. Christmas reminds us of the 
extravagant love of God in becoming a human person. 

St Bede’s School in Balwyn North, inspired by the  
TS Eliot poem, Journey of the Magi, has sought 
to explore with their staff and students a deeper 
meaning in Christmas:

Celebrating a birth  
or a death?

All this was a long time ago, I remember,
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O n 30 July 2016, in front of a supportive  
crowd of family and friends, and as a curtain 
raiser to the Collingwood vs West Coast AFL 

match, the First XVIII from St Joseph’s College (SJC), 
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This is the final article 
in a four-part series 

from the Life, Marriage 
and Family Office in the 

Catholic Archdiocese 
of Melbourne 

www.cam.org.au/
lifemarriagefamily.

Eat,  
Pray,  
Work,

All sorts of things constantly fill each moment of 
every day, but actively taking stock of what is most 

http://www.journalofplay.org/sites/www.journalofplay.org/files/pdf-articles/1-1-article-sutton-smith-play-theory.pdf
www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily
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H orizons of Hope will support, in the words of 
Archbishop Denis Hart, ‘the mission, and 
privilege, of the Catholic school to build  

a community where authentic relationships based  
on love provide the means and the support for all 
students to flourish and grow into the fullness of life.’

http://www.cem.edu.au/learning-teaching/
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W henever our family relationship to  
Mother Teresa is mentioned, the automatic 
response from most people is to question 

its truth, often with a tone of underlying sarcasm. 
Surely, someone that close to God could only have 
heavenly connections.

‘How do you know Mother Teresa?’ Julia was asked  
on our arrival in Rome. 

‘She is my dad’s third cousin and my fourth cousin,’ 
Julia proudly announced. 

‘How does it feel to be part of this special celebration?’

‘I am very lucky.’ Julia replied sheepishly. Whether or 
not she fully understood the magnitude of what she 
was a part of at seven years old is yet to be seen. 

This was to be a pilgrimage for our family, and a  
once-in-a-lifetime experience. When Julia was asked 
by Missionaries of Charity if she would be willing 
to take part in the procession to present Mother’s 

Canonisation of 

The Canonisation of Saien-USang/Sp luis med onooknisation of 
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E D U C A T O R S  I N

David Graham  
TEACHER, ST JOHN’S REGIONAL COLLEGE, DANDENONG

In my second year of teaching, my overall experience in education 
has been challenging, rewarding, but overall a whole lot of fun! 
Having worked in sales and marketing for over ten years, nothing 
could have prepared me for what has been the most rewarding 
(almost) two years of my life.

I am fortunate ... to have landed a position in an amazing school 
that values all aspects of the individual. St John’s Regional College 
in Dandenong is a co-educational secondary school with students 
and teachers from a diverse tapestry of backgrounds, abilities and 
personalities. The thing I like most about working in this Catholic 
school environment is that we genuinely put the students’ wellbeing 

at the heart of everything we do. School for our students is 
not just about the learning of content but development of the 
person as a whole, which underpins what a Catholic education 
should be about.

The achievement I am proudest of is ... surviving my first year! 
Being given four VCE subjects in my first year was a challenge  
I relished, but at times meant I was close to losing my sanity!  
In the end what got me through was the support of those 
around me, plus seeing the students grow and develop in our 
short time together.

I feel the greatest challenge for parents today ... relates to  
the alarming statistics around adolescent mental health,  
with one in four adolescents currently suffering from a mental 
illness. It’s a shocking statistic that I feel has crept up on all  
of us, and I am unsurprised parents are feeling underprepared 
in this area. 

By the time I retire ... I would hope that the model of education 
has changed significantly. While huge strides have been made 
towards student-centred learning, we all have a long way to go 
in meeting the dynamic demands of modern students.

I also want to say ... that I believe there has never been a better 
time to be a teacher. The world is changing at such a rapid 
pace, and I believe education is one area which is undergoing 
rapid change before our very eyes. Embrace the new, different 
and sometimes uncomfortable changes ahead, and we will all 
come out the other side better prepared to meet the needs of 
these amazing young adults in our care every day. 

I have worked in Catholic Education for 34 years. During this time 
I have worked as a classroom teacher, held various leadership 
roles, including Deputy Principal, School Adviser, Learning and 
Teaching (Catholic Education Melbourne) and now in the role of 
Principal at Christ the King School, Newcomb. 

The thing that I like most about working in a Catholic school  
is ... being part of a community where the values and teachings  
of Jesus Christ are lived on a day-to-day basis. It is a privilege 
to be responsible for developing the Catholic ethos of the school 
and I endeavour to do this by being a good role model and by 
respecting the human dignity of staff, students and parents. 

A Catholic education requires ... a clear vision to enable others to 
develop a meaningful relationship with God and to make sense of 
their faith. Catholic education is also about helping the students 
in my care to develop a social conscience, so that they have the 
tools they need to shape a world that is socially just.   

The greatest challenge for parents today is ... understanding 
the important role they play as first educators of their children. 
Parents have a very important role to play in working with the 
school to support their children to take responsibility, develop 
resilience and show respect for others. When schools and parents 
work together we have greater leverage in transforming lives.

By the time I retire ... I would hope to have made a difference to my 
school, Christ the King, not only in improving the facilities but also 
in strengthening the Catholic ethos of our school. I also want my 
students to have high aspirations and a strong sense of self-worth.

I also want to say ... that I will always be a teacher at heart. While I 
don’t often work directly with my students, I take every opportunity 
I can to work with my staff to shape their skills and dispositions 
to be the best teachers. In my 34 years as an educator it has been 
a privilege to know and have worked with so many people across 
different settings.  

Josephine Blackley 
PRINCIPAL, CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL, NEWCOMB
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Around the Visit www.cem.edu.au/news-events for  
more information about the stories below.

From Bentleigh  
to Barcelona
As captain of the U14 Bentleigh Greens 
team, William Doumanis from  
St James College, Bentleigh East,  
had the ‘trip of a lifetime’ playing in the 
Mediterranean International Cup youth 
soccer tournament in Spain earlier this 
year. After competing with teams all 
over the world, William said, ‘Having 
played in Spain has given me a glimpse 
of what I can do and what I want to 
aspire towards’. 

Space Camp USA
Two Catholic secondary students, 
Nathan Luke (Salesian College, 
Sunbury) and Caleb Neyenhuis 
(St Joseph’s College, Newtown), who 
are both visually impaired, attended 
Space Camp in the USA. Nathan and 
Caleb practised skills, trained and 
solved engineering challenges with 
immersive experiences such  
as training like an astronaut on a  

St Aloysius’ students feel  
the need for speed 
Grace Butler, Inferno Falcons Team Leader, 
recorded a reaction speed of 0.09 seconds in 
her heat. Grace’s time was the fastest time ever 
recorded by a student in the Fast Cars in Schools 
competition, a STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics) initiative 
aimed at engaging Geelong regional school 
children in Engineering, Design, Technology and 
Science. It is sponsored by Catholic Education 
Melbourne and supported by Deakin University. 

Photos courtesy: N. Sadler

Nathan Luke Caleb Neyenhuis

multi-axis trainer, designing robots  
and experiencing the simulation of 
space missions. They completed the 
Camp programs and were awarded  
with a photo of their team and a  
badge. Nathan was awarded the  
highest achievement of the Camp  
for the student who had overcome  
their challenges and shown  
leadership qualities. 

Team Marymede Australasian Pacific 
champions at Tournament of the Minds
Marymede students were recently crowned 2016 Australasian Pacific Champions 
(Secondary Maths & Engineering Division) at the annual Tournament of Minds. 
They competed against the other Australian state winners, along with teams from 
New Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore and Thailand. 
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Around the Visit www.cem.edu.au/news-events for  
more information about the stories below.

Fred Hollows Humanity 
Award Junior Ambassador
Ella Bater was recently named the Fred Hollows 
Humanity Award Junior Ambassador for Victoria.  
The Award recognises Year 6 students who are 
making a positive difference in their community.  
The Premier of Victoria, the Hon. Daniel Andrews MP, 
said it was the highlight of his week to meet with Ella, 
‘Ella’s done some pretty cool stuff to be nominated 
by St Louis de Montfort’s School: raising awareness 
on issues facing refugees, fundraising for the Cancer 
Council and lending a hand to Backpacks 4 VIC 
Kids. She’s done incredible work to make her local 
community a better place. I’m sure Fred Hollows 
would be very proud’.  

Tegan’s award-winning film 
on homelessness




