
Fair funding for schools: you can’t kick the can down the road, Simon 

Catholic school communities expect clear proof in tomorrowôs Budget the Turnbull Government will 
back down from the high-risk policies that threaten to destroy low-fee schools and parentsô right to 
choose the school that best suits their childrenôs needs, Catholic Education Commission of Victoria 
Ltd (CECV) Executive Director Stephen Elder says. 

óOn Friday, on ABC Radio National, Education Minister Simon Birmingham tried to kick the can 
down the road,ô Mr Elder said. 

óHe refused to commit to fair funding. Instead, he referred to his review of school SES scores, 
currently the key determinant of non-government school funding. 

óIn a fudge that would make Sir Humphrey glow with pride, he waffled: ñWe will be taking a look at 
this report, its recommendations, and acting upon them when we get them. Thatôll be in the next 
couple of months. Now what it says, I canôt prejudge, but I know they have been very thorough and 
rigorous in undertaking modellingò. 

óWith all respect to the Minister, thatôs bunkum. Policies need to be paid for. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




